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Camp Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan opened in the summer of 1929 with a vision of providing an outdoor

experience for young people. It is owned and operated by the Northeast Illinois Council, Boy Scouts

of America (BSA), in Highland Park, Illinois, and located in Pearson, Wisconsin. The

campÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s name comes from the Native American phrase meaning Ã¢â‚¬Å“spring fed

lakeÃ¢â‚¬Â• and originated in a contest won by a Scout from the North Shore Area Council, BSA.

Thousands of young people and adults have hiked the trails, boated on the lakes, developed their

scouting skills, and had countless adventures at the camp. The stories of how the camp was

developed, built, and maintained by the North Shore Area Council, BSA, during difficult times,

including war and the Great Depression, are shared within. Camp Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan still serves young

people, adults, and families from more than 40 communities.
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Images of America: Camp Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan is dedicated to the preservation of the history of the

summer camp. Authors Ian Hopkins and Matt Horbal are past camp staff members. Images for the

book were selected from personal collections and local Boy Scout Council collections.

Of course, those of us who attended Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan as Campers and later as Staff in the 1960's will

think this book could be three times longer and include more of the great stories and tall tales about

Camp Staff and Midnight Events of Importance. I was West Camp's Quartermaster and later



Handicraft Lodge director 1964-66 and my older brother was a Camp Staffer at West Camp's Field

Sports area, and later at East Camp. We both share many great memories of those days! This

well-written book has no mention of the Camp Staff bus rides to Rhinelander (between summer

sessions) to wash cloths or visit the popular bowling alley, singing songs and trading lies all the way.

Perhaps for the better. Great photographs included on every page, and you'll learn a lot about the

Camp's history, much of it new to this reader. Also a worthy retelling at the Camp's development

over the decades, both amazing and surprising. I'd like to see a book published with more historical

text, more stories, etc. But until that day comes, this well written handbook will serve us well.

This book is a great history of one of the country's oldest and best Boy Scout reservations. Three

generations of my family were associated with Camp as both campers and adult leaders. The book

brings back many great memories of where I, like so many others, learned not only scouting

traditions, but appreciation and love of nature. It is great to know that Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan continues

even bigger and better than before. Thanks to Ian and his collaborators for this great walk through

time.

Great to see these pictures of the Camp where I worked on staff from 1964-1967. It was nice to

learn more of the camp history, before and after my time there.

Lots of memories for those who attended or staffed Camp Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan over the years. My

brother, my husband and my sons all spent time there so these were gifts for them, they all seemed

to enjoy the books.

Very well written with tons of historic photographs. An inside peek into one of America's most

historic Scout Camp.

A book about an Eden, reachable in memory and still available today. Those who only remember

will find it a delight.
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